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The second and third quarters of the financial year were very action- packed ones for the organization. 

 

In late August the entity moved its corporate office to 24 Trafalgar Road. The months of September and October were used to settle 

into the new offices and to shape the building to ensure its most efficient use by the entity. 

 

The Board will be renovating 1 Surbiton Road to be used as a Real Estate Training Institute. The renovation works have commenced 

and are far advanced. 

 

The Board canvassed the industry, as part of its corporate planning exercises, and the consensus was that increased training would 

lead to increased professionalism and efficiencies in the industry.  It is with this in mind that the organization will begin operating 

courses in Accounting for Strata Corporations, strata corporations’ workshops, the mandatory continuing professional improvement 
courses, a marketing course for real estate professionals and if the market will allow, upgrading courses for developers. Some of these 

courses will be launched in the fourth quarter of this financial year while others will be launched in the 2015 -16 financial year. 

 

Real estate dealers and salesmen who successfully completed real estate courses more than one year before the commencement of the 

2016- 17 financial year will be required to participate in continuing professional development courses in order to be re-licenced for 

the 2016/2017 financial year. 

 

Practitioners will be advised by email, letters and on the Real Estate Board’s website of the required number of hours, the frequency 

of the participation in continuing professional development, the courses that are mandatory and those that are electives. 

 

The organization will be launching a new Timeshare course in the 2015/2016 financial year. This course will be a pre-requisite to 

obtain a licence to market timeshare and can be used as an elective to meet the re-licencing requirement. 

 

On behalf of the organization, I wish to thank the members of the real estate industry who participated in the surveys and interviews 

that were conducted by our Corporate Planner as an essential tool to develop our corporate plan. Through this effort our vision and 

mission will be revised and the corporate plans for the 2015/2016 financial year developed. The aim of this plan is to ensure that both 

the Real Estate Board and the Commission of Strata Corporations continue to serve you, our public, better. 

 

I close by advising you of the recent improvements in our business processes:- 

You can now apply for registration and pay fees online; and 

You can now pay the Board’s and Commission’s fees using Telemidas (NCB’s clients). 

 

We hope you will enjoy doing business at our new office. 

FROM THE C.E.O.’S DESK, Mrs. Sandra Watson 
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YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR FEES 

ONLINE! VISIT OUR WEBSITES AT 

WWW.REB.GOV.JM AND 

WWW.CSC.GOV.JM 

**** 

ASK ABOUT THE STRATA STATUS 

CERTIFICATE WHICH GIVES VITAL 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE OPERA-

TIONS OF A STRATA CORPORATION. 

**** 

NEW STRATAS MUST BE REGIS-

TERED WITH THE COMMISSION OF 

STRATA CORPORATIONS AS STATED 

UNDER THE LAW.  

**** 

THE REAL ESTATE BOARD IS NOW 

LOCATED AT 24 TRAFALGAR ROAD, 

KINGSTON 10, PHONE NUMBERS 

REMAIN THE SAME 

**** 

PENALTIES ACCRUE  AFTER 30 DAYS 

OF NON-PAYMENT. PAY YOUR FEES 

NOW TO AVOID LEGAL ACTION 

**** 

SEE PG 4 FOR PROSECUTIONS FOR THE 

QUARTER AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

**** 

ALWAYS CHECK WITH US BEFORE 

INVESTING IN PROPERTY! 

 

Contact Us:     

24 Trafalgar Road, Kingston 10                                                                                                                        
876-926-9748/9                                                               
www.reb.gov.jm & www.csc.gov.jm 

 

 

 

REMEMBER YOU MAY CONTACT US ON OUR  COMPLAINTS 

HOTLINE : 1-888-429-5718 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW OFFICE BUILDING AT 24 TRAFALGAR 

ROAD, KIINGSTON 10. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW OFFICE BUILDING AT 24 TRAFALGAR 

ROAD, KIINGSTON 10. 
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Please visit our website for a list 

of events; 

 

OUR WEBSITE NOW FACILITATES 

ONLINE PAYMENTS FOR YOUR 

CONVENIENCE! 

 

www.reb.gov.jm  

www.csc.gov.jm 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 

COURSES WILL BE  

MANDATORY FOR ALL REAL  

ESTATE PRACTITIONERS FOR THE 

RENEWAL OF LICENCES!! 

 

 

STRATA CORNER  

 

Registration (Strata Titles) (Amendment) Act 2013 

 

The Commission of Strata Corporations was established by an amendment to the Registration (Strata Titles) Act of 1969.  Since then, there have been five (5) amendments to the Act in 

December 18, 2013.  The first amendment to Section 4 (5) was primarily to correct an obvious error by substituting the word “Corporation” for “Commission” to allow for the proper 

administration of action through the courts, on the part of the Commission, to recover funds due and payable to the Commission.   The ensuing amendments were primarily centred on 

the process for an application for power of sale by the corporation and the subsequent disposal of the property.  

 

Amendment to Section 5A (2) (e) 

The original wording of the section was ambiguous in the interpretation of what was determined to the “amount owing” as it provided a basis upon which the presumption of innocence 

may have been replaced by the presumption of guilt, contrary to common law and the principles of equity.  Thus to negate this possibility and to provide clarity of interpretation, reword-

ing of the subsection became necessary.  The amendment now makes reference to what is stated as owing as opposed to making a declarative statement that the sums are owing. 

 

Amendment to Include Section 5E A 

Prior to the inclusion of section 5EA, the Registrar of Titles required the duplicate certificate of title to be produced for registration of the transfer.  Additionally, the prospective purchas-

er may require the certificate of title to facilitate the purchase of the strata unit.  Significant challenges arose when the original proprietor failed to produce the certificate of title resulting 

in legal action being pursued to recover the duplicate certificate of title.  The amendment to the act therefore provides the corporation with the requisite mechanism to apply to the Regis-

trar of titles to have the original certificate cancelled and to issue a new certificate of title in the name of the proprietor or the purchaser (as the case may be) without the provision of the 

original duplicate certificate of title.  

 

Amendment to Delete Section 5G (2) 

The process to dispose of the strata unit by Power of Sale is simplified by the removal of the requirement to apply to the court for vacant possession.  Thus the property can now be sold 

subject to a lease or even if it is in the possession (occupied) by the proprietor. 

 

Anticipated outcome 

The 2013 amendment to the Act will allow for timely disposal of strata units thereby allowing the strata corporation to recover outstanding maintenance more quickly.  It follows there-

fore that awareness of the legislation, not only by a strata corporation as a body but also by the individual proprietor, should foster greater compliance.  The strata corporations are re-

quired to be determined to carry out their mandate to ensure the proper management of their development.  The Commission therefore urges proprietors to apprise themselves of the 

provisions of the Act. 

 

LEGAL MATTERS 

 

Lauren Lewis, (also known as) Tony Lewis who was arrested and charged in July 2012 

with breaches of Section 10 of the Real Estate (Dealers and Developers) Act (REEDA), 

pleaded guilty in the Mandeville RM on July 9, 2014 to three counts; breaches of Section 

10 of the REDDA. He was fined $20,000.00 or six month imprisonment on count one and 

six months imprisonment suspended for 2 years on counts two and three. 

 

Mr Harry Douglas of Kimma District, St. Ann was arrested by the St. Ann Police for 

breaches of the Real Estate (Dealer Developers) Act on Wednesday November 5, 2013. 

This arrest was based on investigations carried out by the Real Estate Board, of an unreg-

istered development scheme located in Kimma District, Bamboo, St. Ann. Mr Douglas 

commenced development work and entered into prepayment contracts in relation to this 81 

Lots subdivision development scheme. Several attempts were made to have Mr Douglas 

register this development scheme, however he refused. He appeared first before the 

Brown’s Town RM Court on Monday December 2, 2013 where the matter was mentioned 

on dates, February 24 and July 28, 2014. The matter is now on the trial list for February 

23, 2015. 

Devon Evans who has been before the Court since 2011, was charged with breaching Sec-

tion 26 & 27 of the Real Estate (Dealer and developers) Act in relation to a proposed de-

velopment scheme at 39 Wellington Drive, Kingston 6.  He will go on trial in the Half 

Tree RM Court on March 2, 2015. 

 

Rueben Espeut who was arrested and charged in 2011 with breaches of Section 10 of the 

Real Estate (Dealer and Developers) Act and Fraudulent Conversion was scheduled to go 

on trial in the Half Tree RM Court on November 11, 2014 however his attorney reported 

that he was suffering from the Chik V virus and could not appear.  The matter was re-

scheduled for February 23, 2015. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


